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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-22 are pending in this application. 



Claim Objections 



2. The following claims are objected to for improper dependencies: 
Claims 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 seem to have improper dependencies. In claims 18, 19, 
20 and 21 , apparatus claims are mentioned to be dependent on claim 1 , which is a 
method claim. 

In claim 21, the claim is described as both method and apparatus claims, which 
are dependent on, claim 1 , which is a method claim. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



3. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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4. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

5. As to claim 9, the claim is rejected for being software, per se. "Software for 
causing a processor to perform" is software and software is not patentable unless it is 
stored on a hardware/medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ayres et al. (US 20030078986), hereinafter "Ayres", in view of Soundarajan (US 
20030106072). 

8. As to claim 1 , discloses, a method of storing query information at a caching 
device in a system which uses a Content Directory Service (CDS) to store media 
content information ([0037], lines 9-14), comprising: querying the CDS of a serving 
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device for media content information; receiving the results of the query; and, storing the 
results ([0033], lines 1-6; [0047], lines 1-4). 

Ayres, however, does not explicitly disclose, "later retrieval". 

Soundarajan, on the other hand, discloses "later retrieval" ([0007], lines 1-4); 

Both Ayres and Soundarajan are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically 
teach distribution, display and reproduction of multimedia content (Ayres: [0001], lines 
1-4; Soundarajan: [0007], lines 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Soundarajan into Ayres of 
distributed multimedia transfer that would have allowed users of Ayres to store and 
control multimedia content on a personal computer (Soundarajan: [0001], lines 3-4). 

9. As to claim 2, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 1 further 
comprising the step of sending a querying device an identifier of the stored results for 
use in later retrieval (Ayres: [0033], lines 1-6; [0048], lines 1-5). 

10. As to claim 3, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 1 
wherein the step of querying the CDS of a serving device uses a query received from a 
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querying device (Ayres: [0049], lines 1-5]). 

11. As to claim 4, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 1 
wherein the step of querying the CDS of a serving device uses a query formulated by 
the caching device (Ayres: abs., lines 1-6; [0033], lines 1-6). 

12. As to claim 5, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 4 
wherein the formulated query uses knowledge of the user interface of the querying 
device (Ayres: [0048], lines 1-5; [0066], lines 1-5). 

13. As to claim 6, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 5 
wherein the formulated query uses knowledge of user selections at the user interface of 
the querying device (Ayres: [0048], lines 1-5; [0066], lines 1-5). 

14. As to claim 7, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 6 
wherein the formulated query relates to a frequently selected option at the user interface 
(Ayres: [0048], lines 1-5). 

15. As to claim 8, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of receiving notification from the serving device of an update to the 
CDS and updating the results stored at the caching device. (Ayres: [0037], lines 9-14). 
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16. As to claim 9, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 8 
wherein, upon receiving notification of an update to the CDS, the caching device is 
arranged to determine whether the stored results require updating (Ayres: [0049], lines 
1-5]). 

17. As to claim 10, Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 8 
wherein, in the event that the stored information is updated, the caching device notifies 
the querying device that an update has occurred (Ayres: abs., lines 1-6; [0033], lines 1- 
6). 

1 8. As to claim 1 1 , Ayres as modified discloses, a method according to claim 1 0 
wherein, in the event that the stored information is updated, the caching device sends 
the querying device the information that has changed (Ayres: [0079], lines 1-8). 

19. As to claim 12, Ayres as modified discloses, a method of operating a querying 
device in a system which uses a Content Directory Service (CDS) to store media 
content information (Ayres: [0037], lines 9-14), comprising: determining a candidate 
query that should be cached (Ayres: abs., lines 1-6; [0033], lines 1-6); and, instructing a 
caching device to perform the candidate query (Ayres: [0048], lines 1-5; [0066], lines 1- 
5). 



Application/Control Number: 10/573,555 
Art Unit: 2169 



Page 7 



Ayres however, does not explicitly discloses, "storing the results of the query" for 
later retrieval. 

Soundarajan, on the other hand, discloses "later retrieval" ([0007], lines 1-4); 

Both Ayres and Soundarajan are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically 
teach distribution, display and reproduction of multimedia content (Ayres: [0001], lines 
1-4; Soundarajan: [0007], lines 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Soundarajan into Ayres of 
distributed multimedia transfer that would have allowed users of Ayres to store and 
control multimedia content on a personal computer (Soundarajan: [0001], lines 3-4). 

20. As to claim 13, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 12. In addition, 
Ayres discloses, receiving an identifier of the stored results from the caching device 
(abs., lines 1-6; [0033], lines 1-6). 

21 . As to claim 14, discloses, a method according to claim 12 wherein the querying 
device has a user interface and the step of determining a candidate query uses 
historical data of user selections at the user interface ([0048], lines 1-5). 
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22. As to claim 1 5, discloses, a method according to claim 14 wherein the candidate 
query is a frequently selected option at the user interface. 

23. As to claim 16, discloses, a method according to claim 13 wherein the candidate 
query is at least one option currently available to a user of the user interface, but not yet 
selected by the user. 

24. As to claim 17, Ayres as modified discloses, software for causing a processor to 
perform the method according to claim 1 (Ayres: [0015], lines 1-3). 

25. As to claim 18, Ayres as modified discloses, control apparatus for a caching 
device for causing the caching device to perform the method according to claim 1 
(Ayres: [0006], lines 1-7). 

26. As to claim 19, Ayres as modified discloses, a caching device incorporating the 
control apparatus according to claim 18 (Ayres: [0006], lines 1-7). 

27. As to claim 20, Ayres as modified discloses, control apparatus for a querying 
device for causing the querying device to perform the method according to claim 12 
(Ayres: [0021], lines 1-3; [0100], lines 1-13). 



28. 



As to claim 21, Ayres as modified discloses, a querying device incorporating the 
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control apparatus according to according to claim 20 (Ayres: [0100], lines 1-13). 

29. As to claim 21 , the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 . In addition, 
Soundarajan , discloses, a system, which conforms to Universal Plug and Play (UPnP) 
(Soundarajan: [0029], lines 9-13). 



Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lamkin et al. (US 20040220791) teach personalization services for entities from 
multiple sources. 

Putterman et al. (US 20040088731) teach methods and apparatus for client 
aggregation of media in a networked media system. 
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Contact Information 



31 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fazlul Quader whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammad Ali can be reached on 571-272-4105. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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